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AFFORD TO REPUDIATE !

We have heretofore undertaken to
show that the State can pay its debts,
and that with an economical adminis
tration of the State government, a fall,
fair and uniform assessment of pro
perty, and a prompt collection of the
taxes, she can pay without burdening

oppressing her citizens. We do not
mean to be understood as saying a
forty cent tax will be sufficient, or that
we are not for a higher rate. We
wish to see such a rate of taxation as
will meet the requirements of the State,
and we think a higher rate than forty
cents may be necessary, but we think

need be very little higher certain-
ly not beyond sixty cents. That this
rate or a lower one is amply sufficient
can be easily demonstrated by any one
capable of understanding figures,
notwithstanding the statements of a
few badly informed or badly disposed
repudiationists, that a tax of from 1

to2per cent will be necessary. We may
be in error when we say a higher rate
than forty cents is necessarv and noth
ing more be required except proper as
sessment and collection for in our esti
mate we differ as to the amount of tax
necessary from the former Comptrol-
ler of the State. Col. Burch, who was
certainly inferior to no Comptroller
the State ever had. who had doubtless
given more thought to the subject and
better understood it than any mau in
the State at the time, in his report
to the last Legislature, dated Dec.
1874, says :

"If the amendments to the law which
I have suggested are adopted, I have
no doubt that the rate, as now fixed.
with the taxes already due and unpaid,
will be amply sufficient for the next
two years. Doth to pay the current ex
penses of the State and meet promptly
all of her obligations ; and that at the
expiration of that time, the present
rate or taxation tor Mate purposes may
be reduced.

However this may be, certainly a
people with $600,000,000, owing less
than $25,000,000 or about four per cent
of their wealth, cannot be in a con
dition of insolvency. We have thought
much of the subject and candor com
pels us to say, we can not escape the
conclusion that such of those as have
opportunities to be informed, and yet
are engaged in letter writing or speeoh
making for the purpose of disparaging
either the ability or inclination of the
State to meet its obligations, are either
speculating upon the ebb and flow of
her credit, or seek to gratify their am-

bition by riding into position upon a
short lived wave of prejudice, and we
do not hesitate to say that either class
are enemies to the reputation and pros-

perity of the State. They have an in-

fluence for evil far beyond their num-

bers, for they appeal to a weakness of
mankind and many good people, news-

paper men as well as others, will fol
low in their vicious lead nsiDg their
cunning argumeuts and appeals think-
ing not of the incalcuable injury they
do to their State, and honestly believ-
ing themselves friends of the State and
the people. In the language of the
late Comptroller, Col. Burch, we take
it for granted

"that the Legis-
lature will not violate the faith, honor
and credit of the State, now pledged
for the payment of the principal and
interest. Should I be mistaken in this
expectation, I cannot tell bow value-
less Tennessee bonds and Tennessee
credit will become."

But Tennessee can pay, can she
afford to repudiate ? She has exe-

cuted and issued her bonds, she has
pledged her honor for their payment,
principal and interest, and State honor,
"plighted faith" if you will, we earn-
estly submit is not all clap trap and
buncombe as some of our brethren of
the press are pleased to assert. She
has sold her promises to pay, she has
instructed the various courts in the
State to invest the money of the widows,
infants, orphans, those afflicted with
idiocy and others helpless by reason
of their disabilities in her securities,
and rainy ot her bonds are so held.
Those iuvesting their money in her
bonds knew their security for payment
of these debts was the honor of the
commonwealth, that there was no
power to compel payment, strangers
dd not doubt her honesty, but like
Col. Burch took it for granted. Can
she now afford to prove false to all
her pledges? Can she afford to set an
example of such deplorable morals,
to her own citizens, is it her interest
to thus blight every industry within
her limits by having capital, energy,
enterprise and labor shun her borders,
as the live business man shuns the
bankrupt. When the representatives
of the intelligence of a State proclaim
it right to refuse the payment of debts
honestly contracted, shielding the
State behind her physical and legul
greatness, it is an example to her citi-

zen which even if it should not affect
his iutegrity and love of fair dealing,
will certainly surround him with an
air of suspicion wherever he may be
which strangers will not readily over-

look. We do not believe that the
State will repudiate its debt, or any
part of it, for she is well able to pay

and we suggest in all kindness to that
class of writers and speakers who
spend much time in submitting plans
how not to be honest and not to pay,
that they can much better serve their
fellow-citizen- s, their State and the
cause of honesty and honest govern-
ment, by devising means by which the
reputation of the State may be pre-

served.

Mrs. Belknap is to be brought be-

fore the investigation committee as a

witness. They ought to let the poor
woman alone; neither she nor her dis-

graced husband can do any more mis-

chief and will soon sink out of sight
forever. He, of course, deserves se-

vere punishment from which Grant
will shield him, but can not reverse the
public verdict, nor avert the disgrace
he will bring upon himself by interpos-
ing between the criminal and the law.

We never had faith in Morton's
powers of logic until his last effort, in
which he gives this forcible illustra-
tion . Civil war is always followed by
demoralization, the South caused the
civil war, and is, therefore, responsible
for all thiuves in the North. The logic
is irresistible and the confession satis-

factory, still it is in order for him to
explain why the vat development of
thieves, made by tha South and the
civil war, is confined solely to the
North.

Fred Grant, like Marsh, has been
sent out of the way of investigation,
lest he might explain how the money
paid to his daddy, by the real estate
pool was placed to his (Freddie's)

been playing "crooked," and will prob
ably be investigated. This is getting
pretty close to the General of the Ar-
my, and a peep by the Committee into
the records of the War Department
will perhaps get still nearer. Belknap
guarded those records very closely,
and once announced in response to a
call from the House that they are too
important to be sent before a Commit
tee ot lnvesitigation, but lau may
think differently.

j. cose ivadicais wno are pressing
the claims of Ben. Bristow to the
Presidency, should be more patient
he is one of the men yet to be investi-
gated, in connection with cotton claims,
and it is premature to assert the hon-
esty of any one appointed by Grant,
and in full fillowship with the Radical
church. If Bristow is honest, he is a
fool, or he would not associate with
thieves.

Gen. BoTNTONdenies thathe knows
anything about the charge against Pen
dleton, and says that in his agency in
getting it before the Committee he con-
templated nothing beyond giving the
Chairman a hint of his inconsistency.
This is a lame apology for an outrage,
and we hope the Committee will not
accept it without a brief scrutiny into
the motives and acts of the apologizer.

Some one fond of statistics has pre-

pared and published a table to show
that, of former Presidents, those who
were elected twice had no children,
whilst those not had child
ren. Jefferson is classed among those
who were childless, though he had two
daughters. If the writer doubts this
statement, he can have it verified in
Virginia by numerous descendants of
the sage of Monticello.

Ariel is surprised at the northern
effort to suppress the sale of his last
book, though he may well imagine
what a terrible shock it must be to the
puritan abolitionists to have it demon
etrated that the "wards of the nation'
and the pets of New England piety,
for whom so much blood has been shed
and so many crimes against liberty and
humanity have been committed, are
soulless brutes.

The Lieutenant-Governo- r of Mis
sissippi has been found guilty of high
crime and misdemeanor. He will, of
course, be remanded back to private
life, but what other punishment will
be inflicted we are not advised of.
Ames' time next, we hope.

If Belknap deserves impeachment
for selling a Post-tradersh- ip for $10,000- -

what does Grant deserve for selling the
Collectorship of New York to Tom
Murphy for a $40,000 Long Branch cot
tage?

The forty millions which the Dem
ocrats will save to tue country Dy re
trenchment will be just that much
taken from the Radical corruption
fund.

The Radical organs glory in the
charge that Belknap was once a Dem
ocrat, but seem to have forgotten that
the devil was once an angel of light.

LETTER FROM MISSISSIPPI.

Editors Chronicle : On the 2Cth
day of January last, nine of us left
your wharf for Vicksburg, Miss., as
canvassing agents for the justly cele-

brated Rosebank nurseries of Nash-
ville, Tenn. We failed to make con-

nection with a New Orleans boat at
Paducah, and consequently had the
pleasure of enjoying the kind hospital-
ity of Capt. Throop, the commander
of the popular little Cumberland river
packet, Silverthom, until in a few
miles of Evansville, Ind., where we
met the II. S. Turner, a very large and
elegant boat. We lashed together and
soon reshipped our horses, baggage,
etc., and were soon retracing our steps
down the broad aud niudJy Ohio, ar
riving at Paducah again about 12
o'clock on night of 29th, where we had
considerable difficulty in landing in

consefluencc of a fearful storm. The
next day the wiud blew very hard and
incessantly, so we could not leave the
wharf. Several of us notwithstand-
ing the gale, took a stroll through the
city, and called to see our friend and
former townsman, W. S. Dick, who
is engaged in the livery business. We
found Stewart lookiug very well and
as natural as a pig track, aud his stock
even better thau himself, which led
us to couclude that he enjoyed a liberal
share of the public patronage which he
so richly deserves.

About 12 o'clock the storm abated
aud we were soon moving toward
Vicksburg, where we arrived about 3
o'clock on the evening ot Feb. 1, with-

out meeting with any accident or ad-

venture worthy of note, but not with-

out another storm that tossed our
boat about like a bubble. None of
the boys were excited in the least, but
concluded they would try on their
life preservers, just to see how they
looked in them. We spent the night
in Vicksburg, and on the morning of
the 2J we started out in a southerly di-

rection hunting territory. We found
fruit agents more numerous than sands
on the seashore, aud all of the country
closely canvassed.

We made our first stand at Mead-vill- e,

Franklin county, the next at
Summit, where we met with pretty
fair success. None of our party are
at all dissipated, but as we learned
that our enterprising townsmen, Wal-

ter McComb Si Co., extended their
whisky trade as far as Summit, we all
went around and took a drop of the
"crater" just to patronize home indus
try, and should Mc. receive an order
for a new supply of whisky he will of
course feel under some obligations to
the fruit agents.

We have sold about $4,000 worth of

fruit trees up to date, which is a pretty
fair business, considering the present
financial condition of Mississippi.
The people here have been taxed to
death bv radical legislation and car
pet bag rule generally, but they are
now more hopeful than they have
been since the war, as the Legislature
now sitting threatens to impeach Da-

vis, the negro Lieutenant-Governo- r,

and also Cordoza, the State Superin-tenda- nt

of Public Iustructiou. It is
also thought that Ames will be im-

peached. The people are confident
that the Conservatives will carry the
State in November.

I would like to have you ventilate
gome of our Mississippi jokes through
your columns, though I fear it may

I cause the green-eye- d monster to rankle

Agriculture, Statistics and Mines, has
received a letter from Mr. Samuelsoo,
M. 1 ., the representative of a capital
of 25,000,000 invested in iron manufac-
ture in England, signifying his inten
tion to establish a branch ot his house
in Tennessee.

A letter has also been received by
Supt. Killebrew from a Pittsburg cap
italist, who proposes to purchase min
eral lands iu Tennessee. Now that
the irou interests are depressed, these
lands are far cheaper than they will
ever be. The superintendent thinks
that should purchasers wait until a
revival they will have to pay a consid-
erable advance on present figures.
Nashville American.

The New York Herald says truly.
and the lick is all the harder because
it is true: "Grant is piaiscd a great
deal by the organs for such appoint-
ments as those of Mr. Dana and Judge
Taft ; but when a man finds that the
only way to keep his administration
out of the State Prison is to change
his system of appointments we cannot
see that irtue practiced under such
pressure is worthy of very great praise
It has taken Grant a great while to
nnd out that tnere is any one else in
this country besides his personal
friends, and he might never have
learned this if the discovery had not
been forced upon him by the fact that
bis lriends are so generally dishonest
men. Discoveries made in such cir
cumstauccs are not entitled to med
als."

The Milwaukee News lifts a little of
the load from Belknap's shoulders
"A man occupying the position Belk
nap did when the president s brother
was coming to him day by day, with
the knowledge and sanction of the
president, soliciting the disposition of
sutierships, clearly for no other pur
pose than illegitimate gain would re
quire to be a man ot much more than
average moral strength to resist the
temptation to use them for his own
benefit as weM as for the benefit of
the president's family."

The idiot who introduced resolu-
tions in the Iowa House of Represen-
tatives, reciting that, though "proud
of the past distinguished services aud
character of Gen. Belknap, we de-

mand that he be held personally re-
sponsible for bis acts," found that
there wero not quite enough of other
idiots in the House to pass the hog-was- h.

The resolutions were tabled by
one majority.

Brownlow has just written a long
editorial, which he concludes as fol-
lows : "Any candidate the Republican
convention may nominate is now sure
to be elected president of the United
States on the 4th day of next Novem-
ber."

It is absolutely impossible for a
school, a factory, a machine shop, an
army, or a system of civil service off-
icials, to be true and faithful to the
work in hand, if the head, the leader,
is corrupt or dishonest, or incapable.

lLtrifurd Times.

LOST !
On Wednesday, the Kth inst., between

Clarksville anil ray residence, 12 miles
Southwest of Clarksville, a blank pocket
book, containing about S'WI worth of notes
nnd some account. Anyone finding said
book i nd returning 11 to me, or the Chron-
icle office, will be liberally rewarded.

W.H. ANDERSON.
March 18, 1876-2-

STOLEN.
On the 9th Inst., from C. L. Bryan, near

Guthrie, Ky., a mouse colored marc mule,
about i hands high, with a twist tail, and
very large head, A liberal reward will be
paid for the delivery of the thief and mule
at tiulhrie. M. N. 1SKYAN.

March 11, 187(Mw.

SAMUEL JOHNSON,

General Fire & Life Insurance

AN l

REAL ESTATE AGENT,

(Office Up Stairs)

STRAWBERRY ALLEY,

CLARKSVILLE, TENNESSEE
Men 11, 76-t- f

TUR1ILEY I ELDER!

CK.ARKSVIE.LE, TEXX.

DEALKRfl IN ALL KINDS OF

HARDWARE,
Iron, Guns, Table and

Pocket Cutlery,
Scissors,

Edge Tools of all Kinds,
Leather, Belting,

CEDAR WAKE.

Agricultural Implements !

Knoteye Reaper aud Mower, Itn.ssell
it Co.'s Steam and Horse Power

Threshers and Separators,

Studetaker Wagons,
Both Iron nnd Thimble Skein,

Hocking Valley Corn Shelters,

Clarksville Cast Plows,
STEEL & CAST PLOW POINTS, c,

Avery's Steel & Cast Plows,

Shovels, Hoes. Haines, Traces, Collars,
oiti)i:rv heed,

A handsome line of BABY BITCCIIEA
one for all and two tor one.

UBAXUEUS AMD EVERYBODY t TRY
us before you buy. Wetwlll give you good
goods, and as low as llie lowest ior cumi.
Terms cash
mchlTU-t- f TURNLEY 4 ELDEH.

I WANT TO HELL
Mv Dwellinir House and lot KltnaU-- on

Greenwood Avenue, about three-fourt- of
a mile from the Court-hous- e, l he lot con-tai- ns

near l4acrt-o- r ground In good con-
dition. The'dwelling house is comfortable
- a portion of It comparatively new. Good
cislern, stable and other necessary out-
building. The lot has a wide front on
Greenwood the whole accessible and desi-
rable. A eood neighbor wanted, and a fat
bargain will be given. For particulars and
termy. call at O lite Oil

R. II. PICKERING.
March 4. 1876-t- f.

CLAIiKSVILLE DISTRICT TICXJi-ES- S

EE CONFERENCE.

$wolid Round of Quarterly Meetings.

Asbury, at Mt. Pleasant, March, 4, 5.
Wnllne, at Rose Viliev, March, II, Vi.
LMckson, at March, IS. is.
Clarksville, March. 20, SU
Kouth ClarkHvillM, March, ?.
Montgomery, at Asbury, April, 1,2.
Palmyra, Aprll.K. 8.
Antioch, April. 22. 23.
Our District Conference will be held t

Martha's Chapel, on the Antioch circuit,
some ti miles south of Clarksville, begin-
ning Thursday night, April 20, 1S7. and
will continue over Ihe following Monday.
Bishop Wightinaa will preside.

W. HVHR.V. E
Oct. IS, 1875.

Texas, states that the men who have
sold ,most ot . the post traaersnips in
Texas, are Gen. John M. Hedrick, of
Ottumwa, Iowa, at present Collector of
Internal Kevenue in that btate, through
his agent, A. Leighton, who was sent
out to Texas in the Spring of 1871. A
claim agent of Washington City is also
mentioned in this connection. The
following is a copy of a communication
sent by James lrainer, tormerly post
trader at Fort Concho, to Congressman
Hancock:

"I came to the State of Texas in the
spring of 1865 as sutler of the Fourth
United States cavalry, in which capa-
city I served with great satisfaction to
every officer of the regiment until the
appointment ot ben. Belknap, soon
after which I was advised that Fort
Concho, where I was doing business at
that time, had been given to General
Hedrick. of Iowa, at present the Com
missioner of Internal Revenue of Iowa
and Wisconsin. I immediately pro-
ceeded to Washington, where I was
advised I could see Gen. Hedrick, and
probably arrange to keep my position
Upon an interview with him he pro
posed that I should continue as sutler
of the post by paying him $6,000 per
year. I did not think the business
would guarantee so large a sum, and
declined to treat with him. Soon after
my return to Texas 1 was visited by
Leighton, an agent representing Gen.
Hedrick, who proposed to allow me to
remain by paying him $1,500 down, and
the remainder of the $6,000 per annum
in quarterly payments, I having pur-
chased land, and expended some fifteen
thousand dollars in building store-
houses, besides havinga stock of goods
on hand which I would have been
forced to sacrifice, had I been com- -

pelied to vacate my position, submit- -

Tted t0.the proposition underprotest.
lu a short time after this. W. T. Clark,
then a member of Congress, commenced
drawing on me, which drafts I at first
paid, but on allowing one to be re-

turned to Washiugiou unpaid, I found
mvselt suddenly relieved by oue Josh
Loeb, who, I am informed paid a claim
agent by the name of Wolff $3,000 per
annum for the position. Upon his ar-

rival I was compelled to sell my houses
and land, costing mc originally $15,000
for $4,000. and my stock at a similar
sacrifice. Thus I was compelled to
compromise with my creditors as best
1 could, and left mysclt without a
cent"

General Pillow's Case.
General Pillow's letter to a New

York paper, was well calculated to ex
cite sympathy and commisscration
The words fall as if from one in great
agony of spirit. How his heart must
have been wrung vo give forth such an
expression. It sounded like a wail
from one who had given up all as lost,
His case is indeed touching. The fates
seem to mock him in his old age, the
very time when he might reasonably
have expected to enjoy competency and
domestic tranquility. Before the war
Gen. Pillow was a wealthy man, and
had acquired nearly all by his indom-
itable energy. The Federal army,
commanded by Gen. Curtis, seized all
his personal property and burnt off
his four large plantations, because he
was regarded as a public enemy and a
belligerent. Among other property
taken was 225 mules, and the govern-
ment refuses to pay for them to this
day. He sacrificed his all for the
common cause of the Southern people
Since the war he has gathered the frag-
ments of his fortune about him and by
treat exertion and prudential manage
ment has made a start again. Few
young men in the South have done as
much continous hard work as General
Pillow in the last ten years. In the
great suit of Riddle, Coleman & Co. of
Pittsburgh, in this city, the rederal
judiciary deny him the rights of a
belligerent, and hold him personally
responsible for his official acts as an
officer during the war. To escape a
judgment of perhaps one hundred
thousand dollars he has been foreed
into bankruptcy, and in a short time
the assignee will sell him out of house
and home. It is out of the power of
the Legislature to relieve him, and if
any relief is to be had it must come
voluntarily from the people. Memphis
Liedger.

A West Tennessee Tax Collector
Robbed.

On Sunday night last three masked
men perpetrated a daring robbery up
on Mr. J. J. Fink, Tax Collector of
McNairy county. Mr. Fink lives
about four miles Southeast of Purdy,
on the Hamburg road. Ills house is
of the log cabin kind, having thin and
unsubstantial doors. The robbers en
tered the house without difficulty,
knocking or pushing open the door
with a fence rail. They were at once
in Mr. Fink's sleeping apartment, and
presented three pistols at his head,
demanded his money or his life. Mr,
Fink, with coolness, replied that he
had uo money on hand, either in the
house or about his person, but his
wife being alarmed for her husband's
safety, pointed to his coat suspended
on the wall, and told them his money
was in his pocket-boo- k in the coat,
The robbers seized it at once, and in
opening the book found about $150 in
monev and two or three hundred dol
lars in county warrants all of which
they gobbled and carried off with them
Mr. Fink Jiad about three or four
hundred dollars besides what was ta
ken in the house, but fortunately the
robbers failed to discover it, and it
was saved. Mr. Fink is a crippl-- and
ouite a poor man. and the loss will tall
heavily upon him. It is believed by
parties conversant with the facts that
the masked men belonged to Mr.
Fink's neighborhood, or at least were
citizens of the county and familiar
with Fink's habits and surroundings.
Mrs. Fink is confident thatshe recog-
nized one of the robbers, and should
this be so. their early arrest is only a
matter of time. Jackson Whig and
Tribune.

Florida.

Uol. Tatt, ot the falatka Herald
says : We are in receipt of letters
every week asking for information
about this section of Florida. Our ad
vice is, and has been, come and ex-

amine for yourselves. No man with
limited means and a family should for
one moment think of leaving a home
to come to this country, where in near
Iv ail such cases the probability is
that in nine cases out of ten, the man
would soon become disoouraged and
penniless. The prospects of Florida
are very encouraging, and the success
attending the raising of orange fruit
bids fair to become very remunerative,
but it is to be remembered that the
men who succeed here, are enterpris
ing, working, practical men men who
had something more than a piece of
uncultivated land togo upon, men who
know no such word as fail, and yet we
have exceptions to the above rule, for
we know of several persons who, eight
vears since went into the woods, work
ed hard, lived hard, and to-da- y would
not take ten thousand dollars in cash
for their improvements. The question
to determine is can you do it. Look
before you leap.

The sudden letting-n- p, so to speak,
on Bristow has probably not escaped
public attention. They are not hust-
ling Bristow out of the Cabinetso un-
ceremoniously as they were. In fact,
there are symptoms of a disposition to
point with pride at Bristow aa a speci-
men of Simon-pur- e Republican ad-

ministration. A righteous mm is a
convenient thing to have in Sodom,
under some circumstances. Spring-
field Republican.

We weep when we think of Brother
Orville Grant. There are evidences
that point to Orville as a thief.
Terre Haute Express. The evi-

dence points with equal directness to
Orville's brother, Ulysses. For a year
past we have been trying to believe
that he was only a But hc is not
a fool. Indianapolis lUrald.

State Grange at Jackson, Tenn., adopt-
ed the following preamble and resolu- -'

tions by a unanimous vote : -

Whereas, Col. James E. Bailey, of
Clarksville, and at present member
of the Supreme Court of Tennessee,
did, by invitation from the people of
Green county, and the Mechanical and
Agricultural Association of Tipton
county, visit Greenville of East, and
Covington of West Tennessee, during
last summer and fall, and deliver ad-

dresses through which the people de-

rived much benefit, some in hearing
and others in reading through the
public press, and by which the Me-

chanical and Agricultural interests of
the country may be greatly benefitted;
therefore be it.

Resolved, That the State Grange of
Tennessee, in behalf of the mechani-
cal and agricultural interests of the
State, return their sincere thanks to
Col. Bailey for these able and benefi
cial addresses, and that he be request
ed to deliver another in the middle
division of the State at such time and
place as will best suit his convenience.

Kesoived, tuthermore, lhat a copy
of the preceding preamble and resolu
tion be furnished the reporters of the
different papers, in attendance at our
meeting, with a request that they be
published. tf. v. Wynne,

1 ipton county,
G. E. Kenney,

Greene county,
R. II. Ogburn,

Montgomery county.

The following extract is from the
Columbia Herald and Mail of a recent
date :

Tn lonHnff nn oantma ; 5

ulv cratifvin? to find such unanimity
with regard to State finances, the ab
sorbing question of the day. Ihe
country people have not and will not
accept qitaxi. repudiation, which has
been so insiduously presented for their
consideration by those who have evi-
dently been demoralized by the clamor
ofstock jobbers and slimy demagogues.

All agree that much or our present
embarrassment is attributable to un
wise legislation ; hence the demand
from every quarter for sound, sensible
and capable men to represent the hon-
est sentiment of the people in the legis
lature ot 1877.

From a free interchange of views
with the yeomanry, we are fully justi-
fied in stating that the Democracy of
Maury will take no step backward.
and that whatever may be the personal
popularity or cleverness ot aspirants.
unless they are sound to the core or
this vital issue, and stand squarely
upon a platform of honesty, over-
whelming defeat will overtake them.

We copy the following extract from
an able editorial on "State Finances,"
from the Shelbyville Gazette, of the
3rd inst. :

"Politicians and other amateur finan
ciers, may talk and talk about sub-
stituting the old bonds with bonds
bearing a smaller rate of interest, but
to our mind the quickest and best way
out of the difficulty, and the most hon-
orable, withal, is a more strict, eff-
icient and economical administration
of the State government : and if that
is insufficient to meet the exigencies of
the case, then let a small additional
tax be levied ; so that with retrench-
ment in current expenses and a very
small additional tax, the State may
not only meet the semi-annu- al interest
on her public debt, but may pay a por-
tion of the debt itself, every year."

A prominent Republican journal at-

tributes Belknap's fall to "ageneral de-

bility of public virtue." Very true, but
the "general debility" seems to be con-
fined to the political columns which
are led by "general" Schenck, "gener-
al" Belknap, "general" McDonald,
"general" Babcock and "general"
Grant. The "debility" really seems
to be very "general." Hopkinsville
Neva Era.

As soon as this Belknap business
blows over sufficiently to permit us to
lay aside our pocket handkerchief and
cologne bottle, which for the present
are indispensable for comfort, we in-

tend to give the most vigorous atten-
tion of which we are capable to some
aspects of our State politics. We will
anticipate the reminder of the Com-
mercial not to forget the Hobbs 'as-
pect' : we will not. forget the humidity
of the Capitol We will have oursay
upon the questiou of Statecredit, which
is now the prime Question in the politi
cal economy of Tennessee. In the
coming elections the humble support
of this paper will be given to no drivel
ini? demairoeue who has not the man
liness and moral courage to tell the
nennle the plain truth touching the
financial condition of the State, and
who will not bend his best energies to
inculcate in the popular mind a proper
State pride, and a virtuous disdain for
that dishonor that is called repuaia
tion. Wo have at no little labor in
vestigated this question fully, and we
are ready ior the sophistries and sub
terfuges of the demagogues who prate
their solicitude for the dear people aud
their oppressive burdens, but who are
really doing their utmost to pina sun
heavier burdeus upon them. Repudi-
ation is repudiation, despite the
euphonious synonyms and circumlocu-
tions by which these pseudo-statesme- a

seek to soften it. The debt of the
State is large, but, as compared with
the capabilities and resources of the
State it is small. The taxes, in these
pinching times, are of course not easily
borne. But our State and county
taxes are lighter than those of any of
the thirty-eig- ht States, except three.
For that matter the whole world is
heavily taxed; and, for jthat matter
the voluntary yield ot the earth, since
the expulsion from Eden, is thistles
and weeds instead of fruits and cereals.
No people ever were emancipated from
hard times, or heavy burdens, by in-

dolent and unavailing complaints, in-

stead of stout hearts and hard labor.
And least of all, did any people with
abundant resources ever rid themselves
ofa public debt by repudiation. Where-eve- r

the experiment has been made it
has proven an exchange of one evil for
a hundred that were more grievous,
fhe present tax of forty cents is not
large enough to meet the interest on
our bonded debt, and defray the cur-
rent expenses of the State government;
and the Legislature must levy a larger
tax. That is all there is about it.
After all the shifts are exhausted, to
this complexion must it come at last.
And it will not be the poor man, or the
man of moderate means, who will
mainly feel the burden of increased
taxation j but the larger property own-

ers. A man who cvnsa thousad dol-

lars of real estate, and a thousand dol-

lars of personal property, has now but
eight dollars of taxes, both State aud
couuty, to pay. There is an immense
amonut of vile huuibujrgcry and hypo-
critical cant in this talk of the taxes
being oppressive to the poor. Munic-
ipal taxes in this State, as in most of
the States, are very burdensome; but
this arises simply from municipal mis-

management. And our present law is
unjust to merchants, and should be
modified in that regard. Futhermore,
we are in favor of everything which
promotes an improved husbaudry, and
the development of our unrivaled
mineral resources. We prefer sheep
to dogs. We advocate the subdivis- -
of our large, half-tille- d farms into
smaller ones that shall be more thor-
oughly ploughed, and fenced, and fer-

tilized. And to this end we advocate
extending a cordial invitation to the
h nest and thrifty of every land, to
come in and help us discharge our
burdens, till our fields, and delve out
the "buried treasure in the womb of
earth ;" and hand in hand with us re-

alize the grand prosperity, and the no-bl- e

civilization which the near future
holds in store for us if we but put
forth earnest, cheerful, well-directe- d

exertions; and are true to ourselves,
to the instincts of honor, and to the
dictates cf common sense and common
honesty. Chattanooga Times.

met with some reverses, as the boys
(all through jealousy) concocted a
plan to defeat him, which succeeded
admirably. While our would-b- e can
didate was seated near a lady, getting
along flamingly, one of the boys picked
up a family album, and called his at-

tention to a middle-age- d lady as very
much resembling his wife. He tried
to recall his words, but only succeeded
in confirming her in the opinion that
M. H. was really a married man, thus
blighting for him a glorious future.

Our second ladies' man, J. H. M.,
fell through on a description of one of
our roses, and finally concluded by
assuring the lady that he was no bot
anist, but he knew that to be a "beau
tiful smelling" rose.

Our next was at the expense ofB.
M., who grew very indignant at sight
of "those darned yanks," as he desig
nated a couple of uniformed police
men, t-a- t you persuade tne cuy
dads" of old C. to uniform the police,
so our citizens won't make themselves
ridiculous when away from home.

The next joke was one in which F.
M. came near getting into trouble.
While out canvassing, he was showing
a farmer through his plate book, in
which some of the apples are marked
to ripen at certain seasons, some to
keep until January, etc. While run-

ning over his plates rather hurriedly.
he misconstrued the meaning ofa mark
and told the farmer that a certain ap-

ple ripened in January. In reply to
which the farmer said : 'Here, take
your pictur' book ; I thought you was
a d d humbug when you rid up."
F. tried to explain, but found it would
be to his interest to retire, which he
did.

Our friend S. A. B., after riding all
day in the rain concluded that sprink
ling was not a valid baptism and ac-

cordingly was immersed in the Tanja- -

paho, caused by his horse stumbling
in the middle of that stream. He
presented rather a ludicrous appear
auce when he crawled out and began
to wring his baptismal garments, that
being his only chance, as his wardrobe
is not very well supplied. Sam now
enjoys the reverential title of "par
son, as he claims to be a primitive
Baptist.

The spring is remarkably forward;
dogwoods and lightning bugs are in
bloom.

Yours,
Fruit Agent.

Brookhaveu, March 5, '76.

JUDITOR3 lHRONICLE: bans peiir
et sant reproache," stands as a lasting
record for the memory of Chevalier
Bayard. No less should it be recorded
in favor of Maj. Tom. Henry, a man
whom I have ever liked and respected,
a man who has been villainously stand
ered, and too proud to ask or demand
investigation re-t- s to-da- y under an
imaginative shadow, which can be
dispelled by the enquiries ofany friends
who choose to investigate the matter,
and I beg that every oue will make the
proper investigation, who is interested
in having our county creditably repre-
sented. This is written to place Maj
Henry before the public as a candidate
for the nomination of the Democratic
party for the next legislature. He has
expressed a willingness to run and
serve, and that he is the man for the
place is acknowledged by those who
know him. Sensible and good and
above all, winsome and talented, he
stands the peer of any man in the
county, and without dwelling at length
on his various merits, I simply ask
that he be nominated to serve the
county in the next Legislature.

Will. A. Elliott.

LETTER FROM CHEATHAM.

Editors Chronicle : Our irrepres
sible, good looking, and marriagable
C. and M. returned t our town a few
davs since from an extended trip to
Houston and Montgomery Couuties
and troui bis bale, hearty appearance
he had fared sumptuously ; uo doubt
many a chicken went to "that country
from whose bourne notraveler returns
And if some lady did uot have a mat
ruuonial impression made, tnen we
conclude they do not appreciate "good
looks," and if John did not receive
some ineffaceable ones the ladies of
Montgomery are not as good looking
as of yore. We were all glad to see
him and kindly welcomed him back
teeling proud that he had uot Deen

lost to us. Uut every sweet has its
bitter, and our joy was mingled with
bitterness, when he tried to hire your
humble servant to whip an ex-Jud-

of j'our place. It seems that the
Judge met him at Arlington, and had
rather "blowed on him" to one of his
brother clerks up here ; but I declined
the proposed honor, telling him. the
"boo was too big for the colt." Well
he said he did not care, as he had
hired A. W. H. to whip the editors o

the Chronicle, and send him the bill
and he would honor it. Nick heard
this boast, and you ought to have seen
him. Ordinarily Nick is a man of
considerable corporal proportions, but
upon this occasion he excelled him
self ; it made me think ot the irog in
the fable attempting to assume the
proportions of the ox. He rose to his
feet, with dilated nostrils, with eyes
flashing fire, with clenched hand and
extended arm. He said, "just le

Dick dare presume to lay the tip of
his finger on a single attachee of the
Chronicle, from the carrier up to
the senior editor, and I will go all the
wav to Clarksville, if I have to walk
and break every bone in him, and i

he were twice over a bank officer,

will make good this threat." So you
may rest assured that Nick means
what he says, and if any one interested
doubts Nick's ability and firmness in
this matter, I refer them to those on
"Poverty Row" who know Nick, and
thev will tell them that ruck means
what he says.

Yours,
Anon.

Ashland City, March 8, '7G.

If ever a party had a fair prospect of
winning an election, the Democratic
party has this fall, if its leaders are
only wise, prudent and determin-
ed and its rack and file earnest
and harmonious. They will have
to forget minor differences, sectional
prejudices and factional jealousies,
however, in a patriotic desire to rid
the country of the corruptions of Rad-
icalism. Richmond Enquirer.

Daniel Drew, the great New York
speculator and so-call- king of Wall
street,has filed apetitionin bankruptcy.
His liabilities are about a million and
a half dollars.

Undeb the Radical code of ethics or
thn idea of individual responsibility

fcr crime has beeo exploded by com-jno- o

consent. The whisky ring thieves
urged aa a pica in defense that they
stole for the good of the party that
the party authorized arid protected the
thieves and the theft and therefore, as
individuals, they are not guilty and it
ought not to be punished. When the
facta already brought to light and those
bound to be uncovered in the future
tre taken into consideration, they force
the conviction that the government is
biministered by thieves for the benefit
ot thieves, it does seem a little hard
that individual cases of the humbler
sort should be made scapegoats for
their higher and more criminal accom
plices. The people alone can punish
the thieves who run the government
machinery and this they can do only
by expelling them from office. The
collective criminality of the party is
beyond the reach of the courts, because
the party is the government and with
its machinery can not only protect it
self against the criminal law, but the
individuals who are unlucky enough to
be selected ior prosecution, that the
party may point to them as evidences
of its determination to "let no guilty
man escape." As long as the majority
is satisfied with such a cheap show of
justice as an atonement for so much
crime the government will continue to
be administered by thieves and for the
exclusive benefit of thieves.

Toe Radical puritan element of the
North could hardly have anticipated,
when they sent an army South to mur
der, rob and burn, that the remnant of
that army would return home to prac-

tice the lessons they had so well learn-
ed, until the government is disgraced,
the people robbed and thecountry well
nigh ruined. It is a well defined case
of retributive justice, carrying with it
a punishment commensurate with the
crime and a lesson in political ethics
that should never be forgotten. Vic-

tory is no equivalent, even had the
cause been just, for the moral degrada-
tion which has spread like a contagion
through the rank and file of a fanatic
population, once priding itself upon its
purity and strict observance of all the
requirements of a holy creed. But fa-

naticism is blind and in its blindness,
as history teaches, it has a proclivity
for falling into extremes calculated to
shake the social fabric and unsettle the
wisest principles, precedents and usa-
ges. Its last attempt to force all opin-

ions to conform to its peculiar ideas of
religion and government has produced
a moral'depravity unparalleled in the
history of christian civilization and
destined to curse unborn generations.
And this is all it has to show for the
blood it shed by proxy, and the deso-

lation it created by means of paid sol-

diers its contribution to the war be-

ing money and prayers from a safe
distance, in the rear of the march.

The display of skill and energy to
be made at the Centennial will indicate
what the American mind has accom-

plished in a century, but the curious
will look in vain for evidences of what
our form of government has effected in
the way of christian civilization, the
chief element of which should be a
purity and elevation of character com-

mensurate with the advantages of free
institutions. The intelligent European,
in contrasting our boasted institutions
with the development of villainies go-

ing on in Washington and elsewhere,
nvolving the highest and lowest offic-al- s

in a net work of crime, will feel a
glow of satisfaction that his own mon-
archy or empire has no parallel to the
moral degradation apparent here as the
fruit of a century of the "best govern-
ment the world ever saw." We blush
for our country when we remember that
our government, as recently adminis-
tered, is put up for exhibition and for-

eign criticism.

The House, by a vote of 150 to 42,
adopted resolutions declaring our gov-

ernment to be a Federal Union formed
"by the people of the several States in
the sovreign capacities," and that it is
a nation, "in the sense, to the extent and
for the purposes defiued in the Feder-
al constitution." We were not far
wrong when objecting to the growing
habit of speaking of the Federal gov-

ernment as a nation it's a radical in-

novation in favor of consolidation, and
we hope the mover of the resolution to
declare it a nation will now subside.
Blaine appealed to every Union man
in the House to vote against the reso-

lutions. His hot desire for the Presi-
dency is burning holes all through
his conscience, and when defeat comes
he will be a miserable wreck political-
ly and morally.

Staggering under the stunning
blow of exposure, the Radicals have
stumbled upon no better device than
that of crying "stop thief?" at the
heels of prominent Democrats. They
hope by imputing "irregularities" the
new term to express criminal acts to
such men as Pendleton and Hendricks,
to create a diversion in their favor, un-

der cover of which, they may regain
their perpendicular. Rut the ruse is
too transparent to have any other ef-
fect than to strengthen in the public
mind the conviction of the enormous
crimes perpetrated by the Radical
party.

A gentleman from the lower end
of the county came into the office this
week to subscribe for a second copy
of the Chronicle, and took occasion
to say that he so fully endorsed our
views on the subject of paying the
State debt that, should repudiation be
resorted to, he would like for old
Montgomery to vindicaate its honor
by resolving to pay its pro rata of the
general debt. This is, of course, an
exaggerated illustration of his feelings,
but it evinces an earnest desire to sus-
tain the honor ot Tennessee that ought
to be endorsed by every honest man in
the State.

The moodiness of the President, as
reported by dispatches, is easily ac-

counted for by a more recent report
that proof U at hand to establish the

. fact that he sold a Post-tradersh- ip for
a beautiful pair of Indian ponies.

On Si
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Keesee & Northington,
VHQLES&LE AUD RETAIL

C L VILLE, TEH1T.

Have always the best quality of everything in their
line at THE LOWEST PRICES.

Tarties will find it to their interest to call ujon them
before purchasing. march 4, 187C tf.
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New Spring Goods coming in !

New Spring Calicos, very pretty !

New Domestics, cheaper than ever!
Beautiful Black Alpacas I

New Spring Black Cashmeres !

New Supply Table Linens !

"THE HIITG OP SHIRTS,
If you want Fine Ready Made Shirts, of Wamsutta

Domestic, cheaper than you can get the material and make
them, call and examine the "King."

ATTElVITIOlVr GBIVrTLKMBrJ I

New Spring Hats just received.
New Spring Heady Made Clothing.
New Linen Collar and Cuff's.

A new supply of Zeigler'n Improved Ladies.' Shoes'.
Also Misses and Children's Shoes.

We are determined to offer BARG AINS this Spring,
and the best Stock of (Joods in the market.

S. IF. COULTER cE- BEO.March 11, lXTU-- tf
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